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Uncertainty Postage Stamps 
 

In this document, please find graphics of uncertainty for those ratings that had uncertainty 
associated. The numeric scales are self-evident. For the 5-point verbal scales, if a triangle shape 
leaned over by one point, that means “there is a better than 1:19 chance that this is actually the 
correct answer, but we still think the top of the triangle shows the most likely correct answer.” 
Better than 1 in 19  is very hard to conceptualize—I think you will find it is hard to think about 
such long odds. But it is a worthwhile exercise, as we can think of lots of historic events where 
something with similar odds turned out, in fact, to be true. 

If the graphic shows a box instead of a triangle (a uniform distribution) that means “heck, it 
could be a 2 or a 3 or a 4—I just can’t say.” 

We refer to these as postage stamps because they are grainy small graphics. But still, pictures 
that tell a lot of words… 
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